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[Declaring a Health Crisis for youth in San Francisco.]

RESOLUTION DECLARING A “HEALTH CRISIS FOR YOUTH” IN SAN FRANCISCO DUE TO LACK OF SAFE ENTERTAINMENT AND RECREATION VENUES 

WHEREAS, music, entertainment, and recreation are crucial social activities that help youth overcome isolation, depression and low self esteem while offering a creative means of engaging in the community; and,  

WHEREAS, working in coordination with the city, safe and legal entertainment/recreation venues can serve to educate youth about drug abuse, safer sex, community activities, local politics, and volunteerism; and,

WHEREAS, a report by the U.S. Center on Substance Abuse Prevention states that “alternatives programming appears to be the most effective among those youth at greatest risk for substance abuse and related problems,” showing the vital role that art, music and

creativity play in recovery for youth; and,

WHEREAS, Despite San Francisco’s large tourist economy with hundreds of entertainment establishments, the city has disproportionately few entertainment venues for 18 and over youth, and almost no venues serving all ages; and,

WHEREAS, San Francisco’s archaic entertainment laws ban 18 and over events after 2 a.m. and all ages events after midnight; and,

WHEREAS, San Francisco youth are forced to drive to Sacramento and other jurisdictions with modern permit laws that allow 18 and over venues to remain open, or to attend unpermitted events with potentially unsafe building and fire conditions, and no city oversight; and,

WHEREAS, Park Sessions has proven to be a successful model in utilizing existing recreation centers for providing safe, nighttime entertainment for youth in San Francisco; and,

WHEREAS, 83% of the 6,398 students surveyed in San Francisco’s Youth Vote 2003 state that there are not enough late night activities available for youth in San Francisco; and,

WHEREAS, 72% of the same students believe that all age events should be allowed after midnight; and, WHEREAS, 70% of youths surveyed claimed that San Francisco is a youth unfriendly city; and, 

WHEREAS, XY Magazine for gay youth rated San Francisco behind Detroit, Minneapolis, Boston, Los Angeles, Washington D.C., New York, Chicago, Atlanta, Philadelphia, Denver, Houston, Orlando, Dallas, Phoenix, and even Salt Lake City in entertainment options for youth under 21; and,

WHEREAS, Los Angeles, Seattle, Portland and many other U.S. cities permit both 18+ and all age events after 2 a.m.; and,

WHEREAS, Youth under 21 are called to register for the draft and many are currently fighting and dying as enlisted soldiers for the U.S. Military, yet these same youths are banned in San Francisco from visiting safe late night entertainment venues; and,

WHEREAS, The National Center for Injury Prevention and Control has documented that suicide is the third leading cause of death among young people 15-24 and the Center for Disease Control reports that peer support in non-school settings is a critical strategy for building self esteem for at-risk youth; now, therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the San Francisco Youth Commission declares a “Health Crisis for Youth” in San Francisco due to lack of safe, entertainment and recreation venues for under 21 youth; and be it

 
FURTHER RESOLVED, That the San Francisco Youth Commission urges the Mayor and the Board of Supervisors to allocate appropriate funds to the Recreation and Parks department, expanding the use of city facilities for youth entertainment and ensuring that youth not be left out of funding priorities; and be it  

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the San Francisco Youth Commission urges the Entertainment Commission and the Board of Supervisors to modernize San Francisco’s outdated and repressive entertainment laws, using the precedent of cities like Los Angeles, Seattle and Portland as potential models for new under 21 permit rules; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Youth Commission has scheduled a public hearing on San Francisco’s entertainment and recreation health crisis, on January 15th, 2004; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Youth Commission urges for the creation of more programming using the Park Sessions model; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Youth Commission urges all members of the Board of Supervisors and the Mayor to attend and participate in this hearing.

JESSE COTTRELL, CHAIR
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